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Pragmatic competence is one of the major components of communicative competence
and it is the ability to express appropriately a range of language functions. The
present study aimed to investigate whether enhancing grammatical knowledge
improves Iranian intermediate EFL learners’ pragmatic knowledge of the compliment
speech act. The results of test scores were compared for both groups to ascertain
whether the instructional treatment had been affective. In this study, 60 students of
intermediate level who scored between 30 to 40 on a language proficiency test were
ed randomly and were also assigned randomly into two groups, the experimental and
control group. The pretests of the compliment speech act were administered to two
groups. The experimental group was instructed EFL pragmatics through enhancing
grammatical structure of the compliment speech act; however, the control group
received the conventional teaching method to enhance grammatical structure of the
compliment speech act. After the instruction for each group (the treatment was just
for the experimental group) both two groups received posttest. It was concluded that
the participants of both groups performed significantly better on the posttest
measures of pragmatic competence of the compliment speech acts but the
experimental group which was taught the compliment speech act through instruction
in its related grammatical structure outperformed the control group on the measures
of pragmatic competence of the compliment speech acts. The findings of the study
have some implications for English teachers, material developers, and curriculum
developers.
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