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It is widely acknowledged that in order to improve the quality of education in schools
there is a need to place pedagogy and its training implications at the center of
teacher education reform . The study investigated the EFL teachers’ perception of the
online in-service training and its effects on Iranian eleventh grade high school girl
students’ knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. In so doing, an adapted 30-item
questionnaire, after being piloted, was administered to 32 Iranian high school English
teachers out of total population of 40 teachers ed based on convenience sampling in
Fouman and Somesara high schools in Guillan, Iran. Next, to add depth and detail to
the participants’ responses to the questionnaire, a five-item interview was conducted
with volunteer participants. Finally, to estimate the impact of online in-service
training on high school students’ mastery of grammar and vocabulary, 60 eleventh
grade high school girl students were chosen randomly the classes of five teachers (30
students) who had taken part in the online in-service training program and five
teachers (30 students) who had not taken part in online in-service training (30
students). The results of an independent-samples t-test revealed that there was not
statistically significant mean difference in the perception of male and female
teachers about online in-service training. However, statistically significant
differences were found among teachers in terms of their university degree and
teaching experience. Regarding the effect of online in-service training on the
students’ knowledge of grammar and vocabulary, a significant difference between
the students in regard to their scores in grammar and vocabulary was found. The
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findings can be utilized pedagogically by teachers as an encouraging factor to attend
the online in-service training courses and, most importantly, by education
administration to hold such courses more effectively.
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